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To:  Members of the Central District 
       of California Judicial Conference 
 

The pages that follow contain pertinent biographical
information for each Attorney Delegate and Alternate to the
Central District of California Judicial Conference.  Because of
space limitations, your attorney delegates were somewhat limited
in what we could write.  Still, our passion about the law, unique
backgrounds and experiences shine through.   
 

The fine attorneys who are included in this directory are
here for one purpose alone, to assist the Judges of the Central
District of California and the Ninth Circuit carry out their most
important responsibilities. As the collector of this information and
the editor of some of it, I have come to appreciate the diversity
and richness in core values of my fellow delegates.  I hope every
reader of the Directory will come away with this same
appreciation.  

 
Caitlin R. Campbell and Linda D. Rochon, from the law firm

of Van Etten Suzumoto & Becket LLP, are specially acknow-
ledged for their yeoman service on this project, as are the many
assistants to the new Lawyer Representatives who scurried about
on shortened time to obtain all the needed and edited  information
and sometimes not so edited photos. Finally I want thank you all
for making it possible for me to learn how to use the Microsoft
Photo Editor.  
 
 
Eliot Disner 
Directory Custodian 
July 7, 2005 
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Partner 
Jeffer, Mangels,  

Butler & Marmaro LLP 
 
 

Office Address: 
1900 Avenue of the Stars, 7th 

Floor 
Los Angeles, CA  90067 
Phone:  (310) 201-3556 

Fax:  (310) 203-0567 
E-mail:  mavanzado@jmbm.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avanzado, Melvin N.A. (Alternate) 

Melvin N.A. Avanzado recently joined Jeffer, 
Mangels, Butler & Marmaro LLP as a partner in the 
Firm's Litigation Group.  Previously  he was a 
founding partner of the entertainment litigation 
boutique, White O’Connor Curry & Avanzado LLP.  
 
 Mr. Avanzado’s practice has focused on 
entertainment, media, intellectual property, First 
Amendment and sports litigations. His practice 
includes the representation of motion picture stu-
dios, television networks, entertainment and sports 
personalities and other significant companies and 
individuals in complex commercial litigations.   
 
Mr. Avanzado has defended CBS and the "reality 
television" producer of the series, Survivor., 
against contestant claims. He also represented an 
SUV manufacturer in its trade libel claim against a  
powerful consumer magazine, plus  defended a 
former heavyweight boxing champ in a federal 
court trial against several boxing promoters.   
  
Mr. Avanzado received his JD degree cum laude 
from the Notre Dame Law School in 1988, and a 
BS in microbiology from UCLA in 1984.  He  is also 
a member of the LA County Bar Association's 
Committee on Diversity in the Profession.   
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Partner 
Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & 

Walker LLP 
 

Office Address: 
Twenty-Fifth Floor 

515 South Flower Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90071-2228 

Phone:  (213) 683-6306  
Fax:  (213) 996-3306  

E-mail:  
elenabaca@paulhastings.com 

 

Baca, Elena 

Elena Baca is Chair of Paul Hastings' Los 
Angeles office.  She represents a wide variety of 
corporate clients in all aspects of employment 
law, employment and wage and hour litigation 
and management training.  Ms. Baca was 
selected as one of California's top 20 attorneys 
under 40 by California Law Business.  Ms. Baca 
also was selected as a Southern California 
Super Lawyer by the Los Angeles Magazine.   
 
Ms. Baca is a member of the Magistrate Judge 
Merit Selection Panel for the United States 
District Court, Central District of California, the 
Board of Trustees for the Westerly School of 
Long Beach, the University of Notre Dame Law 
School Advisory Council, and the University of 
Notre Dame Law School Alumni Advisory Board. 
 
Ms. Baca was an extern clerk to the Honorable 
W. Matthew Byrne, United States District Court, 
Central District of California and a law clerk to 
the Honorable Consuelo B. Marshall, United 
States District Court, Central District of 
California. 
 
Ms. Baca received her B.S. degree in Justice 
Studies from Arizona State University.  Ms. Baca 
received her J.D. degree from the University of 
Notre Dame School of Law. 

 

mailto:elenabaca@paulhastings.com
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Partner 
Piper Rudnick LLP 

Office Address: 
1999 Avenue of the Stars 

Fourth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Phone: (310) 595-3000 

Fax: (310) 595-3300 
E-Mail:  

jane.barrett@piperrudnick.com 

 

Barrett, Jane H. 

Jane H. Barrett, a 1972 graduate of University 
of Southern California School of Law and a 
partner at Piper Rudnick LLP, concentrates her 
practice in Intellectual Property and Complex 
Business Litigation.  Jane was the first woman 
elected to the American Bar Association’s 
Board of Governors.  Ms. Barrett also was 
Chair of the American Bar Association’s Young 
Lawyers Division and President of the 
American Bar Endowment.  She served on the 
American Bar Association’s Federal Judiciary 
Committee as the Ninth Circuit Representative. 
She is presently on the Loyola High School 
Board of Regents. 
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Partner 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 

Office Address: 
355 South Grand Ave. 

35th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071-1560 

Phone: (213) 683-9271 
Fax: (213) 683-5171 

E-mail: beckerma@mto.com 
 

 

Becker, Marc A. 

Marc Becker graduated from Boalt Hall School 
of Law in 1988 where he was a member of the 
Order of the Coif and the California Law 
Review. After a clerkship with United States 
District Judge Stephen V. Wilson, he joined 
Munger Tolles, where he has been a partner 
since 1994. 
Mr. Becker’s practice includes commercial liti-
gation with an emphasis in civil False Claims 
Act and intellectual property matters. In the 
False Claims Act area, Mr. Becker has 
represented defense contractors, environ-
mental contractors, and oil companies in all 
phases of litigation, including pre-intervention 
investigations and presentations to Justice 
Department personnel, and litigation following 
the unsealing of the complaint.  
Mr. Becker’s intellectual property experience 
has focused on copyright and trademark 
matters, including representation of major 
entertainment companies in film and music-
related disputes. Mr. Becker also represents 
the leading legal newspaper in Los Angeles in 
a variety of defamation and other matters. Mr. 
Becker also has litigated other commercial 
contract matters. 
Mr. Becker is a member of the American Bar 
Association, and past President and Member of 
the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles 
Chapter of the Federal Bar Association. 
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Partner 
Shernoff, Bidart & Darras LLP 

Office Address: 
600 S. Indian Hill Blvd. 

Claremont, CA 91711 
Phone: (909) 621-4935 

Fax: (909) 621-2806 
E-mail: mbidart@sbd-law.com 

Website: www.sbd-law.com 

Bidart, Michael J. 

Michael J. Bidart is a partner with the law firm 
of Shernoff Bidart & Darras LLP and leads the 
firm’s HMO Litigation and Property/Casualty 
Departments.  A prominent consumer attorney, 
Mr. Bidart is one of the country’s top civil 
litigators, specializing in insurance bad faith 
matters on behalf of individual and business 
consumers. 

Mr. Bidart has been profiled in the National Law 
Journal, The American Lawyer, and California 
Lawyer Magazine where he’s been recognized 
as one of California’s 100 most influential 
lawyers. The Wall St. Journal noted that his 
success in healthcare litigation has reignited 
the debate in Congress over whether patients 
should have the right to sue their health plans.  

A well-known lecturer and keynote speaker on 
HMO litigation and bad faith insurance 
practices, Mr. Bidart has successfully litigated 
hundreds of state and federal court actions, 
including property, casualty, earthquake, and 
construction defect. 

Mr. Bidart is a member of the Los Angeles 
County, San Bernardino County and American 
Bar Associations, Association of Trial Lawyers 
of America, Trial Lawyers for Public Justice, 
Consumer Attorneys of California, Consumer 
Attorney Association of Los Angeles, the 
American Board of Trial Advocates, and 
recently admitted into the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers.  
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Partner 
Bienert & Krongold 

Office Address: 
107 Avenida Miramar, Suite B 

San Clemente, CA 92672 
Phone: (949) 369-3700 

Fax: (949) 496-6753 
E-Mail: tom@bnklaw.com 

 

Bienert Jr., Thomas H. 

Thomas H. Bienert, Jr., is a 1986 graduate of 
Tulane Law School.  Prior to opening his own 
law firm in 2000, he served as Chief of the 
Orange County Office of the United States 
Attorney for the Central District of California, as 
an Associate Independent Counsel in 
Washington, D.C., and in an “Of Counsel” 
capacity at the Newport Beach office of Irell & 
Manella.   
 
Mr. Bienert’s practice concentrates on white-
collar criminal defense and selective civil 
litigation and trial work.   Mr. Bienert is a 
director on the board of the Orange County 
Federal Bar Association and a former director 
of the Orange County Constitutional Rights 
Foundation and the Orange County Bar 
Judiciary Committee. 
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Law Offices of  
Jose Mariano Castillo 

Office Address: 
Pacific Financial Center 

800 W. Sixth Street, Ninth Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Phone: (213) 622-6555 

Fax: (213) 622-5781 
Email: Castillo@castillolaw.com 

Website: www.castillolaw.com 

 

Castillo, Jose Mariano 
(Alternate) 

Jose Castillo holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
from UCLA (1960), and a JD from South-
western University School of Law (1964). 

Mr. Castillo has been engaged in the practice 
of law in Los Angeles since 1965.  His practice 
focuses on International law, both private and 
government.  He has corresponding lawyers in 
Buenos Aires, Santiago (Chile), Mexico City, 
Madrid, Barcelona, Panama, Honduras and 
Guatemala. 

Mr. Castillo represents the Governments of 
Spain, Chile, Argentina, Honduras and 
Guatemala in the Western United States.  In 
addition, he represents airlines, banks and 
commercial corporations from those countries 
that are doing business in California. 

Juan Carlos I, King of Spain, knighted Mr. 
Castillo with the Royal Order of Queen Isabella 
the Catholic in June 2001.  In March 2003 the 
Government of Chile presented him with the 
Order of The Liberator Bernardo O’Higgins. 
These were awarded for outstanding profes-
sional services rendered to Spain and Chile.   

 

mailto:Castillo@castillolaw.com


  10 
 

 

                
 
 
 

Counsel
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 

LLP

Office Address:
2029 Century Park East

Suite 2400
Los Angeles, CA  90067
Phone:  (310) 229-1082

Fax:  (310) 229-1001
E-mail:  tchisolm@akingump.com

 
 
 
 

Chisolm, Tuneen 

A native New Yorker, Tuneen Chisolm relocated 
to Los Angeles for her judicial clerkship with the 
Hon. Consuelo B. Marshall in Central District 
California, following graduation from the 
University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1999.  
Ms. Chisolm earned her Bachelor of Science in 
engineering from Brown University and a Master 
of Science in chemical engineering from Lehigh 
University. 

Ms. Chisolm is now counsel with Akin Gump 
Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP.  Her litigation practice 
focuses on intellectual property and 
entertainment matters.  Ms. Chisolm volunteers 
to facilitate adoptions through The Alliance for 
Children’s Rights and to assist domestic abuse 
victims through the Los Angeles County Bar 
Association Domestic Violence Project. She was 
recently certified as a Volunteer City Prosecutor 
through the Los Angeles County Bar Association 
Trial Advocacy Project. 
 
 

 

mailto:tchisolm@akingump.com
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Partner 
Van Etten Suzumoto & Becket LLP 

Office Address: 
1620 26th Street, Suite 6000 North 

Santa Monica, CA  90404 
Phone: (310) 315-8299 

Fax: (310) 315-8210 
E-mail: edisner@vsblaw.com 

 

Disner, Eliot G. 

Eliot Disner received his B.A. from the 
University of Michigan and his J.D. from 
Harvard a long time ago.  His experience 
includes trials involving complex business, 
antitrust, copyright, trademark, trade secret, 
unfair competition, business interference, 
and land use matters. He also wrote Antitrust 
Law for Business Lawyers: Questions, 
Answers, Law and Commentary (Second 
Edition, ALI-ABA 2003), plus articles 
concerning antitrust law and trial practice. 
Mr. Disner is on the Editorial Board of  ALI-
ABA’s The Practical Lawyer, is past 
President of the Southern California 
Business Litigation Inn of Court, past Chair of 
the State Bar of California Antitrust and 
Trade Regulation Law Section and Los 
Angeles County Bar Association Antitrust 
Section. Mr. Disner is also a mediator and 
arbitrator. 
Through Mr. Disner’s creation of California 
Antitrust Law Jury Instructions (State Bar of 
California 1998) and his service on a select 
committee of the California Judicial Council 
to implement those instructions, they are now 
part of CACI. (He takes some credit for that!) 
 

 

mailto:edisner@vsblaw.com
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Managing Attorney
ACLU of Southern California

Office Address:
ACLU of Southern California 

1616 Beverly Boulevard 
Los Angeles, CA 90026
Phone: (213) 977-9500

Fax: (213) 250-3919
E-Mail: peliasberg@aclu-sc.org

 

Eliasberg, Peter J. 

Peter J. Eliasberg is the Managing Attorney 
of the ACLU Foundation of Southern 
California.  He graduated from Harvard Law 
School in 1994.  After law school he clerked 
for Federal District Court Judge Stanley 
Sporkin in Washington, D.C. and then for 
Judge Stephen Reinhardt of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals.   

Mr. Eliasberg handles a wide variety of civil 
rights and civil liberties matters, including 
First Amendment cases, disability rights 
cases, and educational equity cases. 
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Shareholder
Buchalter, Nemer, Fields & Younger

Office Address:
601 So. Figueroa Street, Ste. 2400

Los Angeles, CA 90017-5704
Phone: (213) 891-5085

Fax: (213) 630-5722
E-mail: hfujie@buchalter.com

Fujie, Holly 

Holly Fujie is a Shareholder at Buchalter, 
Nemer, Fields & Younger.  Ms. Fujie earned 
her A.B. in 1975 from U.C. Berkeley and her 
J.D. in 1978 from Boalt Hall, where she 
served as an Associate Editor and Articles 
Editor of the California Law Review. 

Ms. Fujie is a member of the Board of 
Governors of the Women Lawyers Asso-
ciation of Los Angeles, the Board of Directors 
of Bet Tzedek,  the Federal Bar Association 
(Los Angeles), the Boalt Hall Alumni Asso-
ciation, the Advisory Board of the Asian 
Pacific American Bar Association, and is a 
former member of the Board of the Multi-
Cultural Bar Alliance. She served as Deputy 
General Counsel on the Rampart Indepen-
dent Review Panel. 

Ms. Fujie is a co–author of “Effective 
Introduction of Evidence in California” and of 
“Civil Procedure During Trial,” 3d edition. She 
serves as Senator Dianne Feinstein’s 
representative on the six-member Bi-Partisan 
Judicial Advisory Committee, advising  the 
White House and the California Senators on 
nominations for the Central District bench. 

 

 

mailto:hfujie@buchalter.com
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Partner
Howrey LLP

Office Address:
2020 Main St.

Suite 1000
Irvine, CA 92614

Tel:  (949) 759-3935
Fax:  (949) 721-6910

E-mail:GoodingM@howrey.com 
 
 
 
 

Gooding, Martha K. 

Martha Gooding has spent more than twenty 
years on complex commercial litigation. She has 
represented clients in trade secret and unfair 
competition actions, state and federal securities 
claims, government and self-regulatory 
investigations, consumer and securities class 
actions, and employment disputes. She currently 
is Co-Chair of the Commercial and Business 
Litigation Committee of the American Bar 
Association Litigation Section, and has 
previously acted as Council Member and Co-
Chair of the ADR Committee, and member of 
Task Forces on the Judiciary and on Alternative 
Dispute Resolution. She served as a judicial law 
clerk to the Honorable Aubrey E. Robinson on 
the US District Court for the District of Columbia 
after she finished first in her class in 1981 with a  
J.D. from the University of California, Berkeley.  

Ms. Gooding has represented a Fortune 500 
conglomerate and an investment startup 
company in defense of trade secret and 
misappropriation claims, an international car 
rental company in a Section 17200 action, 
employers in connection with claims for wrongful 
termination based on, e.g., gender, age, and 
physical condition. a leading securities broker-
dealers and various individuals in connection 
with an NYSE investigation and in NASD, NYSE, 
and PSE arbitrations. 

 

mailto:GoodingM@howrey.com
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Partner, 
The Restructuring Group

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Office Address:
777 South Figueroa Street

Suite 3700
Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone:  (213) 680-8400
Direct:  (213) 680-8214

Fax:  (213) 680-8500
E-mail:  ritkin@kirkland.com
Website:  www.kirkland.com

 
 
 
 
 

Itkin, Robbin L. 

Robbin Itkin represents debtors and creditors’, 
equity and bondholders’ committees, lenders, 
purchasers and trustees in restructurings and 
bankruptcies in many industries, and advises 
high profile individuals and corporations in out-
of-court workouts and financial transactions.   
 
She is a frequent lecturer and writer on out-of-
court and in-court restructuring matters, as well 
as a Certified Mediator, United States 
Bankruptcy Court, Central District of California. 
 
Ms. Itkin also belongs to numerous professional 
and community boards and organizations.  She 
is a fellow of the American College of 
Bankruptcy; a board member and former 
president of Los Angeles Bankruptcy Forum; 
Directors on the Make-A-Wish Foundation of 
Greater Los Angeles and on the Executive 
Board, City of Hope National Medical Center and 
Beckman Research Institute. 
 
Ms. Itkin was listed as One of Southern 
California's 2005 Super Lawyers by Los Angeles 
Magazine; was a 2002 Nominee for the Los 
Angeles Business Journal's “Women Who Make 
A Difference” award ; and was a 2002 Honoree 
for the “Women of Accomplishment” award 
sponsored by the Bnai Zion Foundation. 

 

 

mailto:ritkin@kirkland.com
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Senior Associate
Atkins & Evans

Office Address:
5900 Wilshire Boulevard

Suite 2750
Los Angeles, CA 90036
Phone: (323) 933-4100

Fax: (323) 933-4157
E-mail: jivy@atkinsevans.com

Ivy, Jonathan R. 

Jonathan Ivy was born and raised in Memphis, 
Tennessee.  He distinguished himself, winning 
several awards in music, drama, and academics 
and, ultimately, won scholarships to the then five 
highest ranked universities in the nation.  He 
attended Stanford University, and thereafter, 
settled in California.  As an undergraduate, Mr. 
Ivy majored in Economics and minored in 
Performing Arts. 

Mr. Ivy attended UCLA Law School and received 
his Juris Doctorate there in 1981.  Since then, he 
has enjoyed a well-rounded career, having 
formerly served as a federal Judicial Law Clerk, 
an in-house corporate attorney with a large 
corporation, and a civil litigator in private practice.  
Now, with Atkins & Evans, Mr. Ivy handles a 
variety of civil litigation in state and federal court, 
including insurance, employment, and 
government liability. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Ivy has been very 
active in community affairs.  He has served as 
President of the John M. Langston Bar 
Association of Los Angeles County, President of 
the Stanford Black Alumni Association of 
Southern California, and a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Legal Aid Foundation of Los 
Angeles.  H 
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Law Office of Kenly Kiya Kato

Office Address:
468 N. Camden Drive, Suite 200

Beverly Hills, CA  90210
Phone: (310) 860-5665

Fax: (310) 860-5668
E-mail: kkato@katolaw.net

Kato, Kenly Kiya 
 
Kenly Kiya Kato graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the 
University of California at Los Angeles in 1993 with a 
Bachelor of Arts, summa cum laude, in Political 
Science.  She received her JD, cum laude, from 
Harvard Law School in 1996.   
 
Following law school, Ms. Kato served as a law clerk 
to the Honorable Robert M. Takasugi.  From 1997-
2003, Ms. Kato worked as a Deputy Federal Public 
Defender for the Central District of California.    
 
Ms. Kato recently opened her own law office 
and is thrilled by both the challenge and the 
freedom of this new project.  She has focused 
her practice on federal criminal defense and 
civil rights matters.  She also maintains her 
commitment to indigent defense work as a 
member of the Criminal Justice Act Indigent 
Defense Panel for the Central District.  Additionally, 
Ms. Kato regularly trains other lawyers from across the 
country to improve the representation of indigent 
defendants.   
 
When she is not working, Ms. Kato continues 
to work for social justice.  She is now the co-
chair of the Community Concerns Committee 
which is responsible for bringing social issues 
to the attention of the local Asian Pacific 
American Bar Associations.  Ms. Kato is also 
working with International Bridges of Justice 
to improve the representation of criminal 
defendants in Asian nations. 
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Partner
Stutman, Treister & Glatt, PC

Office Address:
1901 Avenue of the Stars.

12th Floor
Los Angeles, CA 90067

Tel:  (310) 228-5600
Fax:  (310) 228-5788

E-mail: gklausner@stutman.com 
 
 
 
 

Klausner, Gary E. (Alternate) 

Gary E. Klausner is a partner at the law firm of 
Stutman, Treister & Glatt PC.  Mr. Klausner 
received a J.D. with honors in 1974 from the 
University of Maryland School of Law, where he 
served on the editorial staff of its Law Review.  
He was admitted to practice law in Maryland in 
1974 and California in 1976.  He is also admitted 
to practice before the United States District Court 
for the Central District of California, the United 
States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and the United States Supreme Court.  
 
Mr. Klausner has devoted his practice exclu-
sively to bankruptcy, corporate reorganization 
and debtor/creditor matters and has represented 
Chapter 11 debtors, secured and unsecured 
creditors, creditors committees, trustees and 
receivers, licensors and franchisers, purchasers 
of assets and parties involved in litigation and 
appeals in connection with bankruptcy cases in 
courts located throughout the United States.   

 
In addition to client matters, Mr. Klausner has 
been actively involved and has held prominent 
positions in various local and national 
professional organizations and bar associations, 
including the Financial Lawyers Conference, Los 
Angeles Bankruptcy Forum, Los Angeles County 
Bar Association, and American Bar Association, 
Section on Business Law, where he chaired a 
task force.  

 
 
 

mailto:GoodingM@howrey.com
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Executive Director
Children’s Law Center of Los 

Angeles

Office Address:
201 Centre Plaza Drive, #10

Monterey Park, CA 91754
Phone: (323) 980-1712

Fax: (323) 948-0110
E-mail: krinskym@clcla.org

Krinsky, Miriam Aroni 

Miriam Aroni Krinsky is the Executive Director 
of the Children's Law Center of Los Angeles, 
a 165 person nonprofit organization that 
serves as court appointed counsel for over 
20,000 abused and neglected foster youth in 
Los Angeles.  She previously served as Pre-
sident of the Los Angeles County Bar Asso-
ciation, the seventh woman to hold this office, 
and also as President of the Los Angeles City 
Ethics Commission.   

After graduating from UCLA Law School, 
Ms. Krinsky joined the Los Angeles law firm 
of Hufstedler, Miller, Carlson & Beardsley and 
thereafter was an Assistant United States 
Attorney in the Central District of California, 
serving over time as Chief of that office's 
Appellate and General Crimes Sections.  
While with the Department of Justice, 
Ms. Krinsky helped form and chaired for two 
years the Solicitor General’s Appellate 
Working Group and also served as Chair of 
the Ninth Circuit’s Advisory Rules Committee.  
Ms. Krinsky received DOJ’s highest 
recognition for appellate work, the Attorney 
General’s John Marshall award.   

Ms. Krinsky has also been an adjunct law 
professor at USC and Loyola Law Schools.   

 

mailto:krinskym@clcla.org
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Partner
McDermott, Will & Emery

Office Address:
18191 Von Karman Avenue

Suite 400
Irvine, CA 92612

Phone: (949) 757-7162
Fax: (949) 851-9348

E-Mail: elandau@mwe.com

Landau, Eric  

Eric Landau is National Co-Chair of 
McDermott, Will & Emery’s Securities Liti-
gation Group.  Last year, Mr. Landau was 
named “Securities Lawyer of the Year” by the 
Century City Bar Association.  He represents 
public and private companies, accounting 
firms and underwriters against shareholder 
class and derivative actions before federal 
and state courts throughout the country.   

Mr. Landau’s practice also includes the 
representation of corporate executives before 
the Securities and Exchange Commission, 
other governmental agencies and self-
regulatory organizations.  Mr. Landau is a 
frequent lecturer at the Practising Law 
Institute, the California Society of Certified 
Public Accountants and CLE International. 
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Partner
Lightfoot, Vandevelde, Sadowsky

Medvene & Levine

Office Address:
655 South Hope Street

Los Angeles, CA 90017
Phone: (213) 622-4750

Fax: (213) 622-2690
E-Mail:  jlevine@lvsml.com

Levine, Janet I. 

Janet I. Levine, a 1980 graduate of Loyola 
Law School, is a former Deputy Federal 
Public Defender for the Central District of 
California and Law Clerk to the Honorable 
Arthur L. Alarcón of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  A partner at 
Lightfoot, Vandevelde, Sadowsky, Medvene 
& Levine, Ms. Levine has been in private 
practice since 1984, concentrating on the 
defense of complex criminal cases. 
 
Ms. Levine is a Vice Chair of the American 
Bar Association’s White Collar Crime 
Committee, the Treasurer of the Los Angeles 
Chapter of the Federal Bar Association, and a 
Fellow of the American College of Trial 
Lawyers. 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:jlevine@lvsml.com
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Partner
Kaplan Marino

Office Address:
9454 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 500

Beverly Hills, CA 90067
Phone: (310) 557-0007

  E-mail: 
marino@kaplanmarino.com

 

Marino, Nina 

Nina Marino is a partner in the firm of Kaplan 
Marino, A.P.C. in Beverly Hills, a criminal 
defense law firm handling exclusively criminal 
defense and related matters.   Ms. Marino 
has dedicated her career to the practice of 
criminal defense law.  

Ms. Marino is a frequent lecturer on topics 
relating to the criminal justice system.  Most 
recently, she addressed the State Bar of 
California's Annual Meeting (August, 2003); 
and the American Bar Association, Criminal 
Justice Section in San Francisco (2003) and 
in Miami, Florida (2002).   Ms. Marino is also 
the author of articles and treatises relating to 
the criminal justice system.  Her recent 
treatise on Public Corruption will appear in 
the upcoming two volume Matthew Bender 
set Federal Sentencing for Business Crimes.  

Ms. Marino is a State Bar of California 
Certified Criminal Law Specialist.  In 2000, 
Ms. Marino served as counsel on the 
Rampart Independent Review Panel. She has 
been appointed to the State Bar Committee 
on the Federal Courts.  Ms. Marino also 
recently served as Chair of the Criminal Law 
Section of the Beverly Hills Bar Association  
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Partner
Proskauer Rose LLP

Office Address:
2049 Century Park East,

 Suite 3200
Los Angeles, CA 90067
Phone: (310) 284-5659

Fax: (310) 557-2193
E-mail: 

marmaro@proskauer.com 

 

Marmaro, Richard 

Richard Marmaro specializes in white collar 
criminal defense, SEC litigation and complex 
civil litigation.  In September 2003, he was 
identified by The Daily Journal as one of the 
100 most influential attorneys in the State of 
California.  The Daily Journal has called Mr. 
Marmaro one of California’s leading white 
collar and SEC enforcement defense 
attorneys. 

For the last 20 years, he has successfully 
defended individuals and corporations in all 
phases of complex civil, criminal and 
regulatory matters, including those involving 
allegations of insider trading, accounting and 
disclosure irregularities, market manipulation, 
and other financial frauds.  He has also 
conducted numerous internal corporate 
investigations for Fortune 500 companies, 
involving issues including insider trading 
allegations, tax violations, and corporate 
opportunity issues. 

Mr. Marmaro graduated with highest honors 
from George Washington University, where 
he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa.  He is a 
graduate of New York University Law School, 
where he was the Executive Editor of the 
Journal of International Law and Politics.  Mr. 
Marmaro served as an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in Los Angeles in 1980-1984. 
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Chief, Civil Liability Management 
Office of City Attorney 

Office Address: 
200 N. Main Street, 7th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Phone: (213) 978-8277 

Fax: (213) 978-8215 
E-mail: cmason@atty.lacity.org 

 

Mason, Cheryl White 
Cheryl Mason received her B.A. summa cum 
laude  from Purdue University in 1972 and her 
J.D. in 1976 from the University of Chica-
go.  She was a litigation partner at  O'Melveny 
and Myers for over 15 years, handling complex 
litigation,  with particular emphasis on  energy 
and environmental issues.  Although she 
disclaims responsibility for the state of the 
energy market in California today, she had 
significant involvement on behalf of  PG&E in 
gas and electric industry restructuring, in-
cluding the environmental work associated 
with the sale of several power plants.  

In 2001, Ms. Mason became Chief of Civil 
Liability Management in the Office of City 
Attorney Delgadillo.  As Chief, she supervises 
the divisions that defend the City in civil, police 
civil rights  and workers compensation cases.  
She also directs the Police General Counsel 
division, which advises the Police Commission 
and the LAPD. 

Ms. Mason is a long term board member of the 
Challengers Boy & Girls Club in South Los 
Angeles, the Public Policy Institute of Califor-
nia, and the Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law. She also recently served  
on the Board of the James Irvine Foundation. 
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Partner 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher  

& Flom LLP 

Office Address: 
300 South Grand Avenue, Suite 

3400 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Phone: (213) 687-5250 

Fax: (213) 621-5250 
E-mail: tnolan@skadden.com 

Nolan, Thomas J. 

Thomas J. Nolan is a partner in the Los Angeles 
office of Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom 
LLP and is the co-head of the firm’s West Coast 
litigation practice.  He received his BBA and JD 
from Loyola University and began his career as 
an Assistant United States Attorney for the 
Central District of California.  Mr. Nolan’s 
litigation practice and extensive trial experience 
include representation of clients in both civil and 
criminal matters in California and throughout the 
United States. 
 
Mr. Nolan’s civil practice includes antitrust and 
intellectual property matters, class action 
lawsuits and complex litigation involving a wide 
variety of contract disputes, unfair business 
practices and securities issues.  In the past six 
years, he has obtained verdicts of more than one 
billion dollars for his clients. 
 
Mr. Nolan’s representation of individual and 
corporate clients in white collar criminal matters 
including grand jury investigations have 
encompassed environmental crime investi-
gations, securities fraud, money laundering, 
RICO, health care fraud, qui tam “whistle blower” 
actions and insider trading violations. 
 
Mr. Nolan is a Fellow of the American College of 
Trial Lawyers and a Fellow of the International 
Academy of Trial Lawyers.  He is consistently 
recognized as a “leading lawyer” by Chambers 
USA: America's Leading Lawyers for Business. 

mailto:tnolan@skadden.com
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Partner 
Barger & Woolen LLP 

 
 

Office Address: 
633 West Fifth Street, 47th Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90071 
213-680-2800 (Main)  

213-614-7399 (Fax) 
E-mail: roakes@barwol.com 

Oakes, Royal F. 

Royal F. Oakes, a 1974 graduate of UCLA, and 
a 1977 graduate of UCLA School of Law.   He 
has extensive trial and appellate experience in 
the fields of insurance bad faith law, punitive 
damages and unfair business practices.  A 
substantial part of his practice is devoted to the 
defense of class actions.  Mr. Oakes has been 
lead counsel in numerous appellate cases, 
including victories in the California Supreme 
Court and the federal Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals.  Mr. Oakes was lead counsel in 
Farmers Ins. Exchange v. Superior Court, 2 Cal. 
4th 377 (1992), in which the California Supreme 
Court established the doctrine of primary 
jurisdiction. 

Mr. Oakes is also one of the nation's best-known 
television and radio legal commentators. 
Nationally, he is an ABC News Legal Analyst, 
and airs a daily feature, "It's The Law," on 
Westwood One's "Metro Networks." In Los 
Angeles he serves as KFWB All-News Radio's 
on-air legal commentator. 

Mr. Oakes  is also a Commissioner on Los 
Angeles County's "Economy & Efficiency 
Commission," and serves as a member of the 
board of directors of the Association of Business 
Trial Lawyers 
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Shareholder 
Pachulski, Stang, Ziehl, Young, 

Jones & Weintraub P.C. 

Office Address: 
10100 Santa Monica Boulevard 

Suite 1100 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Phone: (310) 277-6910 

Fax: (310) 201-0760 
E-mail: rpachulski@pszyjw.com 

 

Pachulski, Richard M. 

Richard Pachulski received a B.A. in 
Economics, summa cum laude, 1976, from 
U.C.L..A., and his J.D. from Stanford University 
in 1979.  Mr. Pachulski is also the founding 
shareholder of what today is known as 
Pachulski, Stang, Ziehl, Young, Jones & 
Weintraub P.C. (the “Firm”).  The Firm pre-
sently employs 80 attorneys in four offices. 

Mr. Pachulski has extensive experience in 
business reorganizations, as well as debtor-
creditor litigation.  A representative sampling of 
Mr. Pachulski’s professional achievements 
include the successful in court financial 
restructurings of Breed Technologies, Inc. and 
affiliates ($1.6 billion debt restructure); Covad 
Communications Group ($2 billion debt re-
structure); and Toni Braxton, the internationally 
acclaimed artist. 

During the recent past Mr. Pachulski has been 
cited by the publication Turnarounds & Work-
outs as one of the top national bankruptcy 
attorneys (13 lawyers in total were identified in 
2001) and in each of 2001, 2002 and 2003 by 
California Law Business as one of California’s 
100 most influential attorneys. 
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Partner 
Pasternak, Pasternak & Patton 

A Law Corporation 

Office Address: 
1875 Century Park East  

Suite 2200 
Los Angeles, CA 90067-2523 

Phone: (310) 553-1500 
Fax: (310) 553-1540 

E-Mail: djp@paslaw.com 

 

Pasternak, David J. 

David Pasternak received his BA from UCLA in 
1973 and his JD from Loyola, both Cum 
Laude.  After law school he worked as an 
Enforcement Attorney with the California 
Department of Corporations and a Deputy 
California Attorney General in the Business 
and Tax Section 

Mr. Pasternak is a past president of the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association and currently 
serves as one of its representatives to the 
American  Bar Association's House of 
Delegates.  He is a member of the California 
Judicial Council and past President and 
current Board member of Bet Tzedek Legal 
Services.  His practice is primarily a 
receivership practice, including service as a 
state and federal court Receiver, Provisional 
Director, Partition Referee and other court 
appointments, and the representation of other 
individuals serving in such capacities.  He also 
handles general business and real estate 
litigation and complex litigation. 
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Partner 
Perez Gonzalez Attorneys, a 

Professional Law Corporation 
 

Office Address: 
111 East Broadway, Suite 210 

Glendale, CA 91205 
Phone: (818) 550-8300 

Fax: (818) 956-1984 
E-Mail:  

cristina@california-lawfirm.com 

 

Perez Gonzalez, Cristina 

Cristina Perez Gonzalez specializes in 
Immigration and Nationality law. Her practice 
primarily focuses on the foreign professional, 
medical, business, investment, athletic and 
entertainment fields.  Her clientele includes 
professional athletes, entertainers, business 
and corporate executives.  Ms. Perez Gonzalez 
is bilingual in Spanish and received her J.D. 
degree from Whittier Law School and B.A. 
degree from UCLA.  

Ms. Perez Gonzalez is an active member and 
leader of several legal organizations. Currently, 
she serves as the Central District Vice 
President of the La Raza Lawyers of California. 
She is a member of the American Immigration 
Lawyer's Association (AILA) where she served 
as the Chair of the So. California Chapter, 
2001-2002.  She is also an active member of 
the Mexican American Bar Association 
(MABA). MABA is one of the largest and most 
prominent Latino bar associations in the nation.  

Ms. Perez Gonzalez served as MABA’s 
President from 2002-2003. In addition, she 
frequently lectures and is featured on local 
radio and television regarding current 
immigration issues, including acting as the 
Host of “La Corte De Familia,” a reality-based 
television court show that is aired worldwide on 
the Telemundo Network (NBC, Inc.).  
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Partner 
Bird, Marella, Boxer & Wolpert 

Office Address: 
1875 Century Park East  

23rd Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Phone: (310) 201-2100 

Fax: (310) 201-2110 
E-mail: eer@bmbwlaw.com 

 

Rhow, Ekwan E. 

Ekwan Rhow is a partner at Bird, Marella, 
Boxer & Wolpert, where he specializes in 
litigating complex business disputes.  He 
received his B.A. from Stanford University and 
J.D. from Harvard Law School.  He is currently 
representing companies in the entertainment, 
technology and financial industries, as well as 
a number of prominent venture capital firms 
and Korean conglomerates. 
 
Mr. Rhow is actively involved in the community.  
He is president-elect of the Korean American 
Bar Association and is also a board member 
the Korean American Coalition.  He has also 
received awards for his pro bono work, 
including being named “Impact Lawyer of the 
Year” by the Asian Pacific American Legal 
Center for his work on the El Monte immigrant 
workers case, which resulted in a multi-million 
dollar settlement for his clients. 
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Partner 
Rothner, Segall, & Greenstone 

Office Address: 
510 South Marengo Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91101 
Phone: (626) 796-7555 

Fax: (626) 577-0124 
E-mail: grothner@rsglabor.com  

 

Rothner, Glenn 

Glenn Rothner received his B.A. from the 
University of California, Berkeley, in 1972 and 
his J.D. from the UCLA School of Law in 1975.  
He represents public and private sector labor 
unions and plaintiffs in civil rights and 
employment matters.  Mr. Rothner began his 
career on the legal staff of the United Farm 
Workers. 

Mr. Rothner has chaired the Labor and 
Employment Law Sections of the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association (1988-89) and the 
State Bar (1992-93).  He has served, by 
appointment of the State Senate, as a member 
of the California Commission for the Review of 
the Master Plan for Higher Education (1986-
87); on the Board of Directors of the Legal Aid 
Foundation of Los Angeles (1994-97); and on 
Senator Barbara Boxer's Judicial Advisory 
Committee (Central District of California) 
(1999-2001).  In 2000, Mr. Rothner and his 
partner Ellen Greenstone received the ACLU 
of Southern California’s first Workers’ Rights 
Advocacy Award. 

Mr. Rothner was a Contributing Author for 
California Public Sector Labor Relations 
(Matthew Bender 1990) and  a Consultant for 
California Administrative Mandamus (CEB, 2d 
ed. 1989). 
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Partner  
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP 

865 South Figueroa Street  
Suite 2400 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 
Phone: (213) 633-6800 

Direct Dial: (213) 633-6821 
Fax: (213) 633-6899 

www.dwt.com 
Email: kellisager@dwt.com 

 

Sager, Kelli L. 

Kelli Sager specializes in media and enter-
tainment litigation.  Since graduating from law 
school in 1985, Ms. Sager has represented 
television stations and networks, radio broad-
casters, motion picture producers, television 
producers, newspapers, book authors, pub-
lishers and national magazine clients, both at 
the trial and appellate levels of state and federal 
court. 

Ms. Sager’s practice includes representing the 
news media in efforts to get access to court 
records and proceedings, including advocating 
for televised coverage of the courts.  She 
readily accepts responsibility for the televising 
of the O.J. Simpson criminal trial, and is more 
than willing to explain why the civil trial should 
have been televised as well. 

Ms. Sager has been actively involved on the 
Governing Board of the ABA Forum on 
Communications Law since 1997, and is a past 
chair of that group.  She currently serves on the 
Board of Public Counsel, among other 
activities. 
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Partner 
Varner, Saleson & Brandt LLP 

Office Address: 
3750 University Avenue 

Suite 640 
Riverside, CA 92501-3323 

Phone: (909) 274-7777 
Fax: (909) 274-7770 

E-Mail: sgs@vsblawyers.com 

 

Saleson, Stephan G. 

Steve Saleson is in his 27th year as a trial 
lawyer, having received his law degree from 
Pepperdine University and his undergraduate 
degree from Michigan State University. Since 
leaving the San Bernardino County District 
Attorney’s Office in 1980, he has had 
experience trying cases involving complex 
business issues, employment related cases 
focusing on discrimination and harassment, as 
well as medical malpractice. Mr. Saleson has 
taught at the Hastings Center for Trial 
Advocacy, the Los Angeles County Trial 
Attorney Project, as well as U.C.L.A.  He 
spends a substantial amount of time giving 
speeches and conducting workshops, mostly 
related to workplace employment issues. 

Mr. Saleson sits on the Foundation Board of 
Trustees at California State University San 
Bernardino and serves as a Director of the 
Federal Bar Association.  He has done sub-
stantial appellate work and had the distinction 
of having been one of the earliest admitted 
attorneys to argue before the California 
Supreme Court in 1976 in the case of In Re 
Thierry S., 19 Cal.3d 727, which held that the 
standards of adult arrest should apply equally 
to juveniles when related to misdemeanor 
charges. 
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Partner 

Sanger & Swysen 
 

Office address: 
233 East Carrillo Street, Suite C 

Santa Barbara, CA 93101 
Phone: 805-962-4887 

Facsimile: 805-973-7311 
E-mail: 

rsanger@sangerswysen.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanger, Robert M. 

Robert M. Sanger received his J.D. in 1973 from 
the University of California at Los Angeles.  Mr. 
Sanger started his practice in Santa Barbara in 
1973 and is currently a partner in the firm of 
Sanger and Swysen.  Mr. Sanger is certified as a 
Criminal Law Specialist by the State Bar of 
California Board of Legal Specialization. His 
practice is limited to criminal defense and 
selected civil litigation in the State and Federal 
courts. 

Mr. Sanger is a frequent contributor of articles 
and book reviews which have been published in 
the American Bar Association Journal, The 
Federal Lawyer, the California Attorneys for 
Criminal Justice Forum and other publications 
He also wrote a law review article, The 
Comparison of the Illinois Commission Report on 
Capital Punishment Recommendations with the 
Capital Punishment System in California, which 
was published in 44 University of Santa Clara 
Law Review 101 in September 2003.  

Mr. Sanger is active in the Central Coast 
Chapter of the Federal Bar Association and is 
chair of the Court Development Committee 
seeking to establish a Northern Branch of the 
Central District Court in the Santa Barbara area. 
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Partner 
Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, 

LLP 
 

Office Address:  
 

2040 Main Street, 14th Floor 
Irvine, CA 92614 

Tel: 949-760-0404 
Fax: 949-760-9502  

Email: jsganga@kmob.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Sganga, Jr., John B. 

A partner in the Orange County office of Knobbe, 
Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP, where his practice 
focuses on the litigation of patent, copyright, 
trademark and trade secret disputes.  John 
Sganga has litigated numerous cases through all 
phases of pretrial proceedings, trial, and appeal. 
He has handled both bench and jury trials, 
arbitrations, and proceedings before the United 
States International Trade Com-mission.  His 
litigation experience relates to a wide variety of 
technologies including software, computer 
peripherals, telecommunications equipment, 
video games, medical devices, construction 
products, water vehicles, and semiconductor 
processing equipment. 
 
Mr. Sganga has been published and has 
lectured extensively on intellectual property 
litigation issues.  In 1989, Mr. Sganga authored 
the article “Direct Molding Statutes: Potent 
Weapons, But Are They Constitutional?”, which 
was published in the Journal of the Patent and 
Trademark Office Society.  As a result of that 
article, Mr. Sganga was awarded the Rossman 
Award by the Patent and Trademark Office 
Society in 1990. Mr. Sganga is also a 
contributing author to the treatise entitled Patent 
Litigation published by the PLI Press.  
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Partner 
Fox & Spillane, LLP 

 
Office Address:  

 
1800 Century Park East 

Suite 1004 
Los Angeles, CA 90067 

Tel: 310-229-9300 
Fax: 310-229-9380 

E-Mail:  spillane@foxspillane.com 
 
 
 
 
 

Spillane Jay M.  (Alternate) 

Jay M. Spillane is a partner in Fox & Spillane 
LLP, a general business litigation law firm 
specializing in entertainment, media and 
intellectual property cases.  Mr. Spillane 
graduated Order of the Coif from Hastings 
College of the Law in 1986, and was a litigation 
attorney at O’Melveny & Myers prior to co-
founding Fox & Spillane.  He handles litigation 
matters for clients in the Internet, motion picture, 
television, music, sports, advertising, publishing, 
real estate, technology and software industries.   
 
Mr. Spillane’s recent successes include: 
settlement without litigation in favor of the 
founders of a prominent technology company in 
a dispute over ownership of a multimedia sports 
venture; defeat of a preliminary injunction motion 
and a favorable settlement on behalf of an 
Internet management company in a copyright 
secondary liability action; and summary 
judgment in favor of the defendants, an Internet 
payment processing company and a web hosting 
company, in a copyright secondary liability 
action, Perfect 10, Inc. v. CCBill, LLC, 340 F. 
Supp. 2nd 1077 (C.D. Cal. 2004). 
 
Mr. Spillane is a frequent lecturer on issues of 
entertainment and intellectual property law at 
forums such as the Harvard Sports and 
Entertainment Law Symposium and the Beverly 
Hills Bar Association.  Mr. Spillane has chaired 
the entertainment and litigation sections and 
served on the board of the Beverly Hills Bar 
Association. 
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FEDERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER 
Central District of California 

Office Address:  
321 East 2nd Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012-4202 
Phone: (213) 894-6044 

Fax: (213) 894-0081 
E-mail: Maria_Stratton@fd.org 

Stratton, Maria Elena 

Maria Stratton received her J.D. in 1979 from 
Boalt Hall School of Law.  After a two-year 
clerkship for the Honorable Harry Pregerson at 
both the district and circuit court levels, Maria 
joined the Office of the Federal Public De-
fender in Los Angeles.  In 1985, Ms. Stratton 
joined Talcott, Lightfoot, Vandevelde, Woehrle 
and Sadowsky where she practiced civil and 
criminal litigation until 1993 when the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals appointed her Federal 
Public Defender for the Central District of 
California.   

In June, 2001, Ms. Stratton was named De-
fense Attorney of the Year by the Los Angeles 
County Bar Association's Criminal Justice Sec-
tion. In 2003 she received the Morton Herbert 
Service Award from the Criminal Courts Bar 
Association in Los Angeles.  
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Partner 
THEVER & ASSOCIATES 

Office Address: 
888 S. Figueroa St., 15th Fl. 

Los Angeles, CA  90017 
Phone:  (213) 489-1515 

Facsimile:  (213) 896-0076 
E-mail: www.theverlaw.com 

Thever, Shan 

Shan Thever, born in Sri Lanka received his 
B.A. and J.D. from UCLA.  He has practiced 
law since 1978.  Thever & Associates 
represents Public entities in medical 
malpractice, employment, use of force, general 
liability litigation and municipal law matters. 
Mr. Thever has been the Governor's Appointee 
to the Board of Medical Quality Assurance, 
California and the Governor's Representative to 
the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization.  He has been a Consultant to 
Minority Business Development Agency of 
Department of Commerce in Washington, D.C. 
and the Mayor's appointee to Los Angeles 
International Airport Advisory Committee. 
He has been a member of UCLA Law School 
Alumni Board.  He served as a member of the  
California State Bar Ethnic Minority Relations 
Committee.  He has been a member of the 
Board of Governors of the Asian Pacific 
American Bar Association and the South Asian 
Bar Association in Los Angeles.   He also 
received the “Trailblazer Award” from the South 
Asian Bar Association of Southern California. 
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 Weiland, Golden,  Smiley Wang 

Ekvall & Strok, LLP 

Office Address: 
650 Town Center Drive, Suite 950  

Costa Mesa, California 92626 
Phone: (714) 966-1000 

Fax: (714) 966-1002 
E-mail: lekvall@wgllp.com 

 

 

 

Wang Ekvall, Lei Lei  

Lei Lei Wang Ekvall received her law degree in 
1992 from the University of Southern 
California.  From October 1992 to September 
1993, she served a judicial clerkship to the 
Honorable Alan M. Ahart, William J. Lasarow, 
Kathleen T. Lax, Kathleen P. March, and 
Vincent P. Zurzolo, United States Bankruptcy 
Judges.  From September 1993 to September 
1994, she served a judicial clerkship to the 
Honorable Kathleen P. March.  Ms. Wang 
Ekvall was an associate with Buchalter, 
Nemer, Fields & Younger before joining Albert, 
Weiland & Golden, LLP when it was formed in 
August 1995. 

Ms. Wang Ekvall concentrates her practice on 
business bankruptcy matters including 
reorganizations, creditors rights, litigation, and 
appeals.  She is the president of the Orange 
County Bankruptcy Forum, a director of the 
Orange County Bar Association, and the co-
chair of the pro bono committee.  She is also a  
frequent speaker on the topic of bankruptcy 
law and a past president and director of the 
Orange County Asian American Bar 
Association. 
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Partner 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 

 
Office Address: 

3750 University Avenue 
Riverside, CA 92501 

Phone: (951) 686-1450 
Fax: (310) 686-3083 

email: 
Gregory.Wilkinson@BBKlaw.com 

Wilkinson, Gregory K. 
 
Greg Wilkinson is a member of the firm’s Natural 
Resources Practice Group and his practice 
emphasizes water rights, water quality, 
endangered species and environmental impact 
reporting issues. 
 
Mr. Wilkinson successfully argued before the 
United States Supreme Court for the petitioners 
in Bennett v. Spear, 520 U.S. 154 (1997), a case 
arising under the citizen suit provision of the 
Endangered Species Act.  He serves as counsel 
to the State Water Contractors in litigation and 
administrative proceedings relating to the San 
Francisco Bay-Sacramento/San Joaquin Delta 
Estuary, and as litigation counsel to the Friant 
Water Users Authority in matters relating to the 
Federal Central Valley Project.   
 
Mr. Wilkinson served for nine years as a deputy 
attorney general for the State of California 
specializing in water law matters and, for four 
years, as the Chief of Land and Water Resources 
Law for the Development Law Service of the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization in Rome, Italy. 
 
Mr. Wilkinson is a 1969 graduate of Claremont 
McKenna College and received his law degree 
from the University of California at Berkeley 
School of Law (Boalt Hall) in 1972. 
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United States Attorney 
Central District of California 

 
 

Office Address:  
United States Attorney 

Central District of California 
312 North Spring Street 

12th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

Telephone: (213) 894-4600 
Fax:  (213) 894-2535 

email:  Debra.Yang@usdoj.gov 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wong Yang, Debra 

Debra Wong Yang has been the U.S. Attorney 
for the Central District since April 2002, 
becoming the first Asian-American woman in the 
nation to so serve.  She has been selected to 
serve on President Bush's Corporate Fraud Task 
Force, to chair the Attorney General's Advisory 
Committee on Civil Rights, and has been a 
member of the Attorney General's Intellectual 
Property Task Force and Advisory Committee.  
She also serves on the Ninth Circuit Jury Reform 
Committee. Ms. Wong Yang received her JD 
from Boston College Law School  in 1985.  
 
In 1997 Ms. Wong Yang was appointed a 
Municipal Court Judge, then elevated to the 
Superior Court in 2000.  For approximately 
seven years  previously, she served as an 
Assistant US Attorney.  There, she successfully 
prosecuted a number of high-profile cases.  Ms. 
Wong Yang also has been an adjunct professor 
at the USC School of Law,  plus an instructor at 
the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and at 
California's Judicial College. 
 
Ms. Wong Yang has served as President of The 
Chinese American Museum in Los Angeles, 
where she spearheaded its development.  She 
has been an officer and board member of the 
Southern California Chinese Lawyers Asso-
ciation.  For her commitment to victims' rights, 
Ms. Wong Yang has been specially honored  by 
the Los Angeles City Council and the Inglewood 
Courthouse, the local and National Asian Pacific 
Bar Associations, and by Pitzer College. 
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Partner 
O’Melveny & Myers LLP 

Office Address: 
610 Newport Center Drive 

Suite 1700 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

Phone: (949) 823-7936 
Fax: (949) 823-6994 

E-mail: myoder@omm.com 

 
 

Yoder, Michael G.  

Mike Yoder is a partner in O’Melveny & Myers 
LLP’s Newport Beach office.  He is a business 
trial lawyer with extensive experience in the 
areas of securities, trademarks, copyrights, 
unfair competition, trade secret and business 
torts, contract, real estate, land use, and re-
lated commercial litigation. 
Mr. Yoder graduated Phi Beta Kappa from the 
University of Southern California in 1975, and 
obtained his J.D. from Stanford Law School in 
1978, receiving the First Year Honor and Order 
of the Coif.  Mike also served as President of 
the Moot Court Board 

Mr. Yoder is President of the Association of 
Business Trial Lawyers – Orange County, a 
member of the Orange County Bar Association 
Board of Directors and Chair of its Judiciary 
Committee, and otherwise actively involved in 
a variety of community and bar organizations. 
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